
Church family, 

 

In the midst of these uncertain times in which we’re living, I greet you once again in the name 

of Jesus. 

Now that we’re in the middle of another month dealing with the COVID-19 virus, I wanted to 

give you an update on what’s happening at church. I know all of us—myself included—are 

anxious to get back to our normal worship services. To that end, over the last few weeks our 

church council has been closely monitoring guidelines from both our state government and our 

denomination. We have talked at great length about when to return to worship services and how 

they will need to be adapted to ensure the safety of those attending. Unfortunately, given the 

continued restrictions on the amount of people who can gather together and other safety 

measures that must be followed, we are not yet in a place where we can begin holding in-person 

services. Our church council will meet again on June 1st to discuss this issue. I also want to note 

that there will be a number of changes we have to make to our services after we return. 

 

Meanwhile, Children’s Ministry Coordinator Becky Fultz, myself, and leaders from the other 

churches who were partnering with us for Vacation Bible School made the decision to modify 

our VBS for this year. Unfortunately, the nature of VBS is such that children and volunteers 

have to be gathered in close proximity to one another for games, crafts, snacks, etc., often 

touching shared supplies. We are instead preparing activities that families can use to have VBS 

at home. Each child will be able to pick up a bag which contains copies of Bible stories, game 

ideas, materials for crafts, and recipes for snacks. These will be available for pickup in mid-

June. We know it’s not the same as having an in-person VBS, but we hope this will allow 

children and families to still have some faith-filled fun together. We’re also committed to 

putting together an extra-special VBS in the summer of 2021. While we can’t meet together, 

Becky and our Youth Coordinator, Anne Lumpkin, have also been connecting with our children 

and youth and are hosting Zoom video calls and lessons with them. 

 

I wanted to remind you we have many opportunities for you to stay spirituality edified during 

this time. 



1. We have a live online worship service every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. You can watch it each 

Sunday by going to www.facebook.com and searching for our page, “Belmont United 

Methodist Church Dayton.” 

2. I am also posting short video devotionals every Tuesday and Thursday on Facebook as well. 

3. You can find all of the services and devotionals archived by going to www.youtube.com and 

searching for our page, “Belmont United Methodist Church Dayton.” 

4. I also send out the service videos and written devotionals via email every week. If you would 

like to receive these emails, please send me an email at jlmckenzie@gmail.com. 

5. I am now sending out copies of devotionals via mail for homebound & other interested 

members too. 

6. We are now using a phone system where church members can dial a phone number and listen 

to our church service on Sunday mornings. You simply call the phone number at 10:30 every 

Sunday morning and put in the code to listen to the service. It will ask you to announce 

yourself, but you do not need to do that. The phone number to call is 978.990.5348. The 

access code is 2034339. 

7. We are also starting a phone service where we can call church members and leave a message  

to inform you if something important is happening at church. For instance, if a church service 

was 

canceled or church closed for a day, we can simply leave you a message to let you know. If we 

have your phone number we will put you on the list to receive messages. You’re able to stop 

receiving these at any time and can always call our church office if you’d like to be taken of the 

list. You can receive messages & call to listen to services as discussed above on traditional 

landlines, as well as cell phones. 

8. For questions about any of these items please simply call the church office at 937-254-1788 

or email myself at jlmckenzie@gmail.com or our administrative assistant at 

bumc.dayton.assistant@gmail.com. We are trying to offer as many outlets as possible for people 

to stay connected, but I know it can be a little complicated, especially if you’re not into 

technology. We’re also figuring this all out too. But we are here to help! Note that our food 

pantry also remains open to help those in need during this time. 
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Finally, in my last letter, I asked you to remain faithful in your giving as we are apart. I am 

pleased to report that we are receiving a steady stream of tithes and offerings. We also received 

pension help from the West Ohio Conference and payroll assistance through the government 

stimulus bill. All of this is good news! Of course, we still very much need your support moving 

forward. I again want to sincerely thank so many of you for your faithfulness in continued 

giving. (Also if you didn’t receive my last congregational letter or would like to see it again, 

you can read it on the front page of our website.) 

 

While everything happening with the COVID-19 virus is a challenging reality for all of us, I am 

uplifted by the many scripture passages which encourage us to continue trusting in our God. 

One of these is Isaiah 41:10a, which says, “Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for 

I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you.” Let us trust in this 

together! 

 

Pastor Jordan 

Pastor Jordan 

   Note: Please read the important message below from our personnel committee. 

 

Church family, 

 

As you know, with Pastor Randy Coleman's reassignment last June, Pastor Jordan was 

appointed to serve jointly as our pastor while also pastoring Neighborhood UMC. Our District 

Superintendent, Dr. Jocelyn Roper, has informed Belmont's Church Council that she has asked 

the Bishop to appoint Jordan full-time to Belmont as of July 1st. This means he will no longer be 

assigned to Neighborhood UMC and will only be appointed to Belmont UMC. Your Church 

Council and Pastor Jordan have discussed this change and we’re all pleased to have our church 

move forward with Pastor Jordan as our full-time pastor. 



 

Sincerely, 

Personnel Team 

 

 


